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Recent developments in the so-called Information Society have facilitated a brand of cultural 
convergence that would hitherto have been imponderable.  Of course, the greatest exponent of 
this new-found cultural convergence is the Internet; information, art, culture, science, and 
technology, all utilising the same vehicle for dissemination or expression.  Constituting one piece 
of the Leonardo Series delivered by MIT press, Uncanny Networks continues a book series that 
attempts to holistically comprehend, analyse and provide intellectual discourse on this innovative 
FRQYHUJHQFH RI GLVFLSOLQHV  7KLV FRQFHSW RI µLQWHOOHFWXDO GLVFRXUVH¶ DVVXPHV DQ LQWULJXLQJ
semblance when wielded by Lovink, who treats the reader to a collection of interviews with a 
diverse range of media and cultural theorists, philosophers, critics, information specialists and 
artists in an attempt to examine the numerous ideological, theoretical, social and political 
manifestations that have influenced the said cultural convergence.  Thus Lovink provides the 
reader with perspectives on issues such as cultural imperialism, globalisation, the digital divide, 
DQGFRQVXPHULVPWRLVVXHVHQFRPSDVVLQJWKHVXSSRVHGµYLUWXDOFODVV¶WKHSROLWLFDOHFRQRP\RI
media, and the suspicion of post-modernity and liberal elitism.  One might immediately think that 
such a mélange of conflicting perspectives would render a book wholly impalatable; ordinarily it 
might, but not in Uncanny Networks.           
 
An outlandish self-interview by Lovink functions as an introductory road map of the book proper 
and provides the intellectual framework for the interviews that follow.  Therein, interviewees 
challenge the utopian, euphoric, vibrant, and occasionally the cynical posturing associated with 
the Information Age, particularly in developing countries such as those in Eastern Europe and 
$VLDZKLFKDUHQRZFRQVLGHUHGWKHQHZµODERUDWRULHVRIH[SHULHQFH¶DQGLQZKLFKZHFDQ\LHOGD
greater understanding of the Information Age.  However, summarising a book that comprises 
thirty-five self-contained interviews, embodying numerous conclusions, is inappropriate for the 
purposes of this UHYLHZ  5DWKHU KLJKOLJKWV LQFOXGH +HUEHUW 6FKLOOHU GLVFXVVLQJ µ&XOWXUDO
,PSHULDOLVPDQG,QIRUPDWLRQ,QHTXDOLW\¶DGLVFRXUVHWKDWOHDGVKLPWRFRQVLGHUPRGHUQVRFLHW\DV
culturally feeble, morally bankrupt, but simultaneously resembling a naïve or innocent child. 
 ,Qµ7KHUHLV1R,QIRUPDWLRQ2QO\7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ¶%UXQR/DWRXU¶VUHVSRQVHWRWKHSURSDJDQGD
regularly espoused about globalisation and universality lead him to conclude that the reverse is 
occuring.  Latour, bouncing ideas off Lovink, suggests WKDWZHKDYHQRZHQWHUHGDQDJHRIµDQWL-
LQIRUPDWLRQ¶ LQ ZKLFK µXQLYHUVDOLW\ IDVWQHVV DQG LPPHGLDF\¶ ZLOO VWDOO LQ WKH IDFH RI ORFDO
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ KLHUDUFK\ ORFDO YDOXHV DQG WDVWH  6D\V /DWRXU ³WKH LGHD RI LQIRUPDWLRQ DV
immutability and mobility being non-contradictory, being able to flow everywhere, does not work 
at the level of science, nor at the level of computer or politics.  We can make a safe bet that it will 
QRW KDSSHQ´  7KHVH DUH XQTXHVWLRQDEO\ FRQWURYHUVLDO VWDWHPHQWV LQ DQ DJH RI DQWL-anti-
LQIRUPDWLRQ  0HDQZKLOH LQ µ&\EHUVHOILVKQHVV ([SODLQHG¶ 3DXOLQD %RUVRRN H[SORUHV F\EHU
culture, particularly Silicon Valley and the Dot-com crash of 2000.  Again with the help of 
/RYLQN%RUVRRNRIIHUV WKHRSLQLRQ WKDW WKH µ1HZ(FRQRP\¶QHYHU DFWXDOO\ happened and was 
instead sheer financial speculation based on the intangible.  She argues that such an arrangement 
was purely for short-term economic gain and was destined to fold in the long term.  Needless to 
say, Borsook is extremely persuasive. 
 
Based in Sydney, Geert Lovink is a media theorist, publisher and founder of the international 
PDLOLQJOLVWµ1HWWLPH¶DVZHOODVDQRUJDQLVHURIRQOLQHIRUXPVFRQIHUHQFHVDQGLQWHUYLHZHUIRU
PDJD]LQHV VXFK DV µ0HGLDPDWLF¶ DQG µ7HOHSROLV¶  6XFK DFWLYLW\ KDV Flearly honed his 
methodology for conducting the quintessential social interface: penetrating, analytical and 
LQQRYDWLYH0RUHRYHUKHUHVSHFWVWKHWUXHGHILQLWLRQRIµLQWHUIDFH¶VHUYLQJDVDFKDQQHOIRUWKH
LQWHUYLHZHH¶VLGHDVEXWQHLWKHUVWHSSLQJLQVLGe nor outside of them.  Whilst it helps if the reader 
has assimilated works by the likes of Heidegger or Nietzsche to interpret some of the views 
SURSDJDWHGE\/RYLQN¶VLQWHUYLHZVUncanny Networks is undoubtedly worth the slog.  Not only 
is each interview a self-contained entity, but also appreciated as a collection, Uncanny Networks 
identifies key elements of the Information Society and projects the infinite possibilities, either for 
interdisciplinary analysis or for hypothesising about the future trajectory of society generally.  
More importantly, Uncanny Networks makes the reader think.  Riveting stuff. 
 
 
